Common Terns at Les Ecrehous

June 2008
 
 
Three members of the Société Jersiaise, Ornithology Section visited Grand Brecq and Blancq Ile, Les Ecrehous in order to assess the situation of the breeding Common Terns Sterna hirundo there, following reports of their desertion of the breeding colony
 
REPORT
· Only two Common Terns were seen and they did not appear to be nesting. (Reliable reports were received throughout the spring that the terns were back and in good numbers on both colonies. This was confirmed by a visit in May)

· Only one Common Tern egg was found, at the back of Blancq Ile, however this was almost certainly abandoned. (Previous reports stated that, on the 8th June, the terns were nesting in abundance on Blancq Ile and almost certainly on Grand Brecq, although this was not visited so as to avoid unnecessary disturbance)

· There were virtually no eggshells (two or three at most and some may have been the remains of hatched Oystercatcher eggs)

· Two dead adult Common Terns were found; one in each colony.

· Oystercatchers did have eggs, especially on Grand Brecq and at least some of the nests were occupied. Those that only had one egg will have been relays, late starters or addled (not unusual). Oystercatcher nests are frequently found when monitoring the tern colonies and what was seen on the 21st was as expected. 

COMMENTS
· From what was seen it was apparent that the two colonies have been deserted again this year. 

· The fact that there were no eggs (apart from the single on Blancq Ile) is surprising when, on the 8th June, they were numerous. It should be stressed that the following is surmise, but it appeared as though the majority of the colony had returned to breed and therefore, taking a conservative figure of 50 pairs with an average of 2.5 eggs per nest, well over 100 eggs have disappeared. 

· What has happened? Suspect number one would normally be the gulls, however If this was the case, there should have been numerous broken eggshells and yolks scattered around. There was none. So, unless the gulls can remove 100+ eggs without breaking them (and also leave the Oystercathers’ eggs alone) they would appear to be blameless. This then leads to the only other likely conclusion, which is that they were collected for human consumption. It can only be speculated as to whether the people involved were French or Jersey based. 

· Having discussed this situation with the residents of Blancq Ile it would almost certainly appear that whatever occurred, happened on the 13th or 14th June, as none of the hut owners was present until late on the 14th. The terns were still present and nesting late on the 12th.

· In addition to the foregoing, there was the matter of the two dead adult terns. Both had been plucked in the same manner and primaries and numerous other contour feathers were found, all very close together. This was probably the work of an avian predator and the likely one in this situation and habitat, is Peregrine. Again, just as with the egg collectors, the culprits could originate from France or Jersey or both.

      
From a long experience of terns, it can quite clearly be said that either one         of (a) the collection of eggs or (b) the predation of the adults will have a serious impact on the breeding season, however the combined effect will almost certainly have resulted in the mass desertion that has now occurred
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