Colour Ringed Pied/White Wagtail seen on 2nd Jan 2008 at Le Hurel Slip, Grouville Bay. Reported as a female, Immature Pied Wagtail. 

Many thanks for sending this record in to the BTO.   We have been intensively studying Pied/White Wagtails passing through Slapton Ley NNR (S Devon) since October 2002 (3,000 ringed to date) and this is the first recovery we have had from Jersey although I guess that a lot of these birds also pass through the CIs.  

This bird is metal V 923343 ringed on 14/10/07 but as a 1st winter M.a.alba (White Wagtail).  Thereby hangs a very long story and one of the major outcomes of this project.  55-65% of our catch during late August/september are Icelandic white wagtails on their way south to winter in Gambia/Senegal (we have one recovery to Mauritania and 5 recoveries to/from Iceland).  At this stage the only pied wagtails present are local birds - most of those caught are juveniles.

From late Sept through to Nov/Dec we have an influx of pied wagtails coming down from Scotland and high ground in England & Wales with a peak of 1,000 or so (2,000 in 2005) during the second week of October and further peaks as birds move out of lowland Britain in the face of severe weather (e.g. 800 on 4th Jan 2005 & 1,000 on 11th Dec 2005).  Most of these birds move on to France/Spain and Portugal where 60% of British winter recoveries occur.  During this same period, 15-20% of the birds caught are white wagtails.  We think this is a UK west coast phenomenon - the first such over-wintering white wagtail was caught on Jan 4th 2004.  We think these birds are of British origin moving south with the Scottish/upland pied wagtails, probably from remote areas of Scotland but unrecorded on breeding territories (one pair bred on Priest Island off the NW coast of Scotland in May 2007).  There is also a group of birds at this time which are thought to be hybrids from white/pied pairs also breeding in the UK.  However, much work needs to be done to prove this and I am co-operating with Exeter University and the Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust at Paignton Zoo on the possibilities of DNA analysis.

It is often difficult to separate 1st winter white wagtails from female pieds in the field and as indicated your bird was identified in the hand as a white wagtail.  As your bird was ringed on 14th Oct (i.e. just when peak passage of Scottish pieds occurs at Slapton), it seems to me that your bird may have been a UK bred white wagtail which is over-wintering on Jersey or north west France and may even have been pushed out of the Slapton area during frosts and north-easterlies during December 2007.

